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0 R ban the following Sermon,. * 8 can 
plead the Miſrepreſentattons of ſome, and the 
ada of others. Nor do I want the Impor- 

tunity of Friends, whom I never once ſolicited to 
amportune me, the common Topick for Apology on ſuch 

Occaſions. Perhaps I have likewiſe had Advices 
for Silence and Suppreſſion. But for this Time I 

follow my own Opinion. 1 preaclfd on the Subject, 

becauſe I thought it ſeaſonable to offer ſome r 

: =» tion in Righteouſneſs, to the overgrown Levity of the 

e; and chiefly for the ſame Reaſon I now make, 

* _ what I ſaid then, ſtill more publick. I do not think | 

*. my Voice could ans diſtinctiy rea ched my numerous 

Congregation; (a) and they that will, may ſupply ly 

the He, what they miſſed by the Far, I how taken 

the Freedom to add a few Things, which the Time 
allotted to that Part of Divine Service, and my own 
 Slowneſs of Speech, did not allow me to inſill upon. 

But I do not enlarge any Thing, which then I did 

not mention, If you take my Preaching for the fir# 

Publication, (and it is a verbal one) thy? is but 4 : 

8 n Eaition with Addition. VVV 
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To To the Reader, F 
In ibe Appendix 1 have given my Opinion of the © 
[Ge And parti ta hem. that tt. it unt. a mere - 5 
bumourſome Picgue in me, and partly-to-fa _ 55 
thoſe that ſay, I had advanced more than 1 "'W 
able to prove, I have given my Reaſons ay I art 9 
1t Unchriftian, I hope no judicious Obrifttan, or F 
well Treu Gentleman, will call rhis (a) flying in 
the Face of the Government, an intolerable 
li Rudeneſs, and a hair: brain'd Stupidity, which 
7: — no Anfwwer but what is ludicrous. Vo 
F. frould,” ith Leave, think, that" flying in 55 
1 Fac ace df he Goverhment, deſerves a A La oF 
Wn not a ludicrous Treatment. I do believe that the G.. 


iv 


| vernment would diſcourage the Stage, wer e 7 they of 
Y my Opinion in the Matter. T] hey look upon Flay. 
| bouſes with another Eye than I do; and, as T Yhink 


b they fincerely differ from me, I hope they will believe, 4 
Il ler Pai ſmeerely er Fron them; *anduhatthey 

| : will Took upon it "as lawful, fair and honeft, in 
0 = ol Miniſter off the Goſpe 1, to SONY Chriſtians,” Whe: 
| euer be Hmſelf i is an Fes of” the Unlawfuliteſs c 


any Prattice of theirs, ant eſpectally of a part ticular = 


[1 "Diverſion, which, without Dauger to the State," may 
[i well be Aiſpenſel Wilh. I Its heard meh "of le 
1 "Power of Prejudice, and of the various Openings 
= and Paſſages into d. ifferent Minds. ' And denen, = 
a. 1 what I have aid ſhould have no Influence "upon | 


= 
* — 


le Judgment of any one; the worſt I foall "think of 
my Readers, is, that thy are 1 tho cl. 
p bly in an Error. 89 FAnrwrr. 
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| DIES 1 5 till I come. 7 


5 2” LL the W ays I wet are dean es 
: 15 in his own Be, faith: Solomon, 

| | 8 - Pray. xvi. 2. It is natural to a 

bf Þ % * >| Man who hath any juſt Notion 

„ of God, and of the religious Du- 

ay 3 ties which he owes him, and is at the fame _ 
3 Lime impreſſed with the Apprehenſions of = 
25 = ture Rewards and Puniſhments, in order to 
3 five himſelf the troubleſome Checks of Gon- 
ſcience, and to get rid of his uneaſy. Fe 

to form to himſelf. a St of Principles to ju- 

ſtity his Conduct. And if thoſe Principles can- 

 * not furniſh out a compleat Vindication, Dy 

% bene the T er a little ied "he ſubmits ts 
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(6) 
- UG of FRY as Exduſes and Apologies, 


to extenuate arid leſſen his F aults, wer heath, 


* 
A 8 
* 


accuſtorn'd himſelf to commir tbem. 
Turk is a Kind of intellel Tr rational 
Neceſfity either of bringing up our Practice 1 
our Principles, or of bringing down our Frin- 
ciples to our Practice. And becauſe there's 
thing more intolerable than the Rebukes of « one's 


own Mind, he uſes all Shifts imaginable to 
make up the Quarrel with himſelf, and is ſur- 


prizingly dextrous and ſucceſsful ; in finding qu 
Expedients for the Purpoſe, | Belide 
ral Principles which he imagines he believes, 


and which perhaps he really believes, he bath 
for his more immediate Uſe, other little pri- 


vate Maxims of his own. And theſe his ſe· 


condary Notions and Opinions overballance and 


ö . more general and primary Perſuaſions, 
and conſequential Duties of the: Gosptz ;. but 
then they believe with ſuch Saloo's and Excepti- 


ſuch Additions and Interpolations, that thoſe 
Divine Truths have no Influence at all upon 


their Lives. Tho' one would not be apt to 
think it, there's ſcarce a wicked Chriſtian in the 
World wa hath not a particular and priyate 
Religion of his own. It hath, been calculated 


by the Curious, that there were no fewer than 


Six hundred different Religions, all legally e- 


e in old or heathen Rome; But that 


x oO {et | 92 285 N Number 


s his gene. 


ny there are who believe the great Doctrine 


ons, with ſuch Reſerves and Limitations, with 
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: Conſcience | in the Face. 


and at laſt ſhew himſelf better than his Word 
Another fancies that his Sins are the inſuperable 
Frailties of Nature, which he is not account. 


c. cr 
Wy "a 7 


£ 
* ** 


Camber is boctüng in FAITE of that 
leſs Variety of religious Sentiments, which hath 
reyailed, and ſtill prevails among theProfeflors 
of our holy Faith, In this Caſe, we may __ 
ay, As many Men, ſo many Minde. 
T cannot be brought to have ſo fow: an i 
Os inion of Mankind, as to perſuade myſelf that 
th ho hath taken upon him the Yoke of 
Carisr, and looks upon the Gosyer as the 
Rule of his Life, and the Law by which he is 
to be judged at the great Day, would allow him. 
ſelf to live in the habitual Breach of that Law, 
and in a conſtant Neglect of the Duries of his 
holy Profeſſion, and at the fame Time enjoy 
the Peace and Approbation of his Gin Minds 3 


this, I ſay, I cannot perſuade myſelf of, it he 
bead not ſome private Principles of his own to 


fupport him, and to enable him to look his 


: EDT f a a * b 


Ong i imagines that Gor being inficitely wi 
will never call him to a ſevere Account: And, 
all his Threatnings againſt Sin notwithſtanding, 


he Aill hopes his merciful Sovereign will aue 


with what he hath ſpoken Ae in terroren 


able for. A third pleads the invincible Force 


of Temptation. A fourth hopes that God 


Will grant him R 


epentance at laſt, and freely 


Pardon al the Sins, which, until then, he is 


capable 


(8) 
ples cot. And 2 fifth excuſes. him 
ſelf by the Example of others, ſome of which, 


he fays, are not better, and others much worſe 


Men than himſelf. It were endlels to be par- 


ticular. Thus conceited Sinners , hold the Truth 


in Unrighteouſreſs (4), and wofully carry oh the 
Deluſion to their own Deſtruction; ſo true are 
thoſe Words of Solomon, There i 1 a Way wbich 


ſeemeth Right to 4 Ma 1, but the End thereof are 
the Ways of Death (5). 


Axen many ſuch ruinous Schemes off 'prac- 
tical Religion, there is one which hath a very 


great Currenęy with thoſe that ſeem to bid fair- 
eſt tor the Kingdom of Heaven: That is, They 


are innocent, People, and do no Ma nner of Wi in 


their Generation, It is not every one that can 
ſay ſo much; but they that fay fo, and think 5 
themſelves ſafe, and out of eternal Danger, are 
_ exceedingly. miſtaken, if that is all they can ay 
for themſelves. For Chriſtianity doth not con | 
liſt in not doing Ill only, but likewiſe in doing 
Gd. We are the Servants of Gon, and Ser- 
vants muſt, neither he. wy nor ill imployed. 
And that our doing no 
for our not doing Good, our Lokp J=svs Cnkisr 
bath taught us ex preſſy. And becauſe the De. 
luſion is both common and fatal, the better = 
bear home. the divine Leſſon, and to imprint = 
it upon ouf Hearts and Minds, he hath taught 
it us in the, Parable of ten Pounds committed 3 


can be no Excuſe 


£ 0 Rom. , 18, ® or. wii, 23. | 
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(9) 
to ten Servants, to be by them bettered aud 
improved; of Which Parable the Words that 
1 have fed, are a Part. Occupy till I come. 
Bre mNN at the Verſe immediately wy 1 


[ ing my Text, we read theſe Words of our Lo 


and Saviouk, A certain Nobleman went into 
a far Country, to receive for himſelf a Kingdom, 
and to return. And he called his Ten Servants, 


and delivered them Ten Pounds, and ſaid unto them, 
Occupy till I come. During this Nobleman's Ab- 


ſence, his own Citizens took up a Reſolution to 
reject him as their Ruler, and ſent Meſſengers 
or Ambaſſadors after him, to intimate, in Form, 
this their Fellony and Rebellion, The Noble- 
man nevertheleſs returns, and firſt calls his 


| F to account for the Pounds he had in- 


ruſted them with, and then avenges himſelf of 


thoſe his Enemies Two would not have him to 


rule oyer them. The Money might have been 


improved, or kept uſeleſs, or ſquandered away: 


But the Account which thoſe Servants make, 
aa only of two Branches, Improvement and 
Non improvement. For among all the Ten, there 
js not one repreſented to have loſt, or quan= | 
dered away the Found intruſted to his Care 
and Management. And of Ten there is but 
dne, in the arable, that was found negligent 


and idle. Happy were the C Chriſtian World, 
in Compariſon of what it is at preſent, if no 


more, in Proportion, miſcarried in the great 


Truſt committed to them. Thoſe that made 


? BE 2 
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Fe 


a goòd Uſe. of their Pound, are honoured and 
rewarded in Proportion to their Diligence and 


Induſtry. And the unprofitable Servant, who 
did not ſquander away, but only kept his Pound 


uleleſs, is condemned out of his own Mouth f 


for a 0 Servant. 
By this Nobleman, all underſtand our Loxp 


5 Jesvs CHRisT, By his going to a far Country 
do receive a Kingdom, is underſtood his Al. 


cenſion into Heaven to take complete Poſſeſſion 


of his Kingdom as Mediator, to whom all 3 


Power is committed both in Heaven and in 


Earth. By his Return, ſome underſtand his 


Return at the laft Day, and others underſtand 


the Deſtruction of the Fewiſh Nation, that had 
actually rejected him: But we may underſtand 
both, becauſe the one is a Repreſentation of the 
other, as may be ſeen by peruſing the xxiv. chap. 
of Matthew, By the Pound (a), we underſtand 
the Kingdom of the Mxss14s, the Gospkl, or 
generally all thoſe Gifts and Graces, Privilege, 
ng Opportunities and Occaſions which Gop is 


pleaſed to put into our Hands, of knowing and 


doing his holy Will for our Salvation; and like. 


wiſe all external and temporal Bleſlings, ſuch 


as Health, Strength, Learning, Wealth, Time 


ard every Relation we fland i in; as Magiftrate, 


5 Subject; Parent, Child; Maſter and Servant. 
1 Servants, then 10 whom theſe Pounds 
were committed, Fa to us, not only Rul- 
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ers and Governors, Miniſters and Teachers of 
the Church of God, but likewiſe every particu. | 
lar. Member of it. 


Wr have no Occaſion to ſtretch the Parable 


beyond the Scope, in order to obſerve, that Non 
4 improvement of Privileges is Ground of Condeme» 
nation; and that the moſt innocent, but idle Life, 
that Ene can poſſibly lead, will not juſtify him in 
te Sight ot God. Our Lox hath commanded ; 
us to occupy till he come, that is, to trade with, and 
improve, all his Gifts and Graces, and to uſe 
every Opportunity to the beſt Advantage. But 


it we hide our Pound in a Napkin, and ftand_ 


all the Day idle, and that not in the Market- 


place, but in Gov? 8 Vineyard, (Which makes 


9 | a conſiderable Alteration in our Caſe to the 
4 worſe) inſtead of being harmleſs and innocent, Vs 
as we pretend, we are wicked Servants in the 


Judgment and Account of our great Maſter -_ 


For faith our Lorp, Out of thy own, Mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked Servant (a). 


Art which notwithſtanding, many Chrifti- 


ans, and in a ſpecial Manner, very many of 
1 thoſe whom Birth, Eftate, a ſuperficial or pe- 


danrick Eüucation have diſtinguiſhed from the 


© reſt of Mankind, have formed to themſelves 


a negative Kind of Religion, and eſtabliſhed a 
Morality which conſiſts either in doing nothing 
at all, or nothing to the Purpoſe. And though 
in the Gosper. of our Lozp ds Curr, 
„ B 3 there 
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lawful. 


(72) 


chere is nothing more expreſly condemned, 
yet, in Contempt of their holy Profeſſion, they 


have reaſoned out to cthemſelves a very idle 


Rule of Life. 


I Ber vs it is open to the Obſervation of 2 


all, that a Spirit of Idleneſs and Levity pre- 


vails exceedingly in this City; and in Proporti- 
on to the Number and Riches of the Inhabi- 


rants, more than in any other City in Europe. 


And as far as I can underſtand, the beſt that 
can be ſaid in Favour of what inhances the 


Time and Thoughts of the gayer Sort, is, that 
they are harmleſs and innocent Amuſements, 
and that to employ their Time in ſuch a Man- 1 
per doth no Hurt to any one. I ſhall there- 
fore make it my Endeavour, with the Aſſiſtance 


of GOD, to convince ſuch, that their idle Con- 


duct 1s highly criminal wa ſinful ; | and thar 
upon theſe two Accounts. 1 


I. BxeAusk an idle Life, made up as; Plex 2 


ſires and Diverſions, however ſo harmleſs and 
6 "gy in themſelves, is nchen, and de. ; 


ctive of good Works. 
II. Brœausk, in itſelf, it is ſinful and un. 


Ir is certain that den ſin both by Omiſſion f 


and Commiſſion ; by neglecting to perform the 

Duties of their Profeſſion and Station, and by 
doing Things contrary to, and inconſiſtent with 
1 them. In ſo far then as they are idle, they 2 


do 


hey 
idle 


Pres 
Itl- 


abl- - 


rope. 
that 


nts, 


ban... 


ere- 


mce 


*Y 15 no Good, and 1 1 are idle, 


it would 
11. I Say an idle Life made up of Pleafires 


'F | be very ſtrange if they did no Evil. 


© . d Diverſions, however ſo harmleſs and in- 
of _ nocent in themſelves, is Unchriſtian, and de- 


| t fective of good Works. 


1. Suck a Life is unbecoming the Follow. 


ers and Diſciples of the Loxp Jesvs CHRIST. 
As Chriſtians we are the Followers of a Cap- 
tain made perfect through Sufferings, and the 
the Members under a Head crowned with Thorns. 
that We are the Diſciples of a Maſter who went 
about doing Good, and ſubmitted to Reproath 
and Perſecution. for doing it 
Criſt pleaſed not himſelf (a); an his not having 
pleaſed himſelf while here on Earth, is uſed 
_ as an Argument why we ought not to pleaſe 
bur ſelves. 
* ing himſelf, that he was a Man of Sorrows, and 
# thoroughly acquainted with Grief. 
ſmippers of the 
drink, and then riſe up to play, (which now 
ſeems to be the whole Employment of ſeve- 

ral) but they that have taken the LORD JESUS 
for their Maſter, have other Buſineſs upon their 
z HFands, and another Example to follow. Our 
= - bleſſed Saviour, during his Abode among Men, 
did a great many Things, and denied himſelf 
© . ſeveral Enjoyments as Men, not ſo much as Mar 2 
1 3 neceſſary Parts of his mediatorial | 


We read ur 


So far was our LORD from pleaſ- 


The Wor: | 
golden Calf might eat and 


Office, 


: (a) Rom. 15. 7 


| ( 4 14 1) 3 | 
Office, as for our RAS, & and Imitation: And 
he hath laid it down as a preliminary Condition 
of our being Chriſtians, that we follow him, and 
copy in our Lives the Pattern which he hath 
 ſhewed us; Then ſaid Feſus unto his . 
If amy Man will come after me, let him deny 

himſelf (a). It is a Miſtake to think, that our 
holy Chriftian Faith requires nothing of us 
but what we are bound to by the Law of 
Nature. One that doth not know or profeſs 
the. GospEI, may imagine, that he doth ' his 
Duty as a reaſonable and religious Creature, 
when he indulges himſelf in all Pleaſures, 


in a Way conſiſtent with the Safety of his . 


Health and Strength, and the Vigour of his 
5 intellectual Faculties. But to imagine that 
Chriſtianity requires no more at our Hands 
than Epicurean Philoſophy doth, is to put a 
great Diſhonour upon our holy Religion. Mor- 
tifcation is a Duty taught (5) expreſly in the 
Gos, and ſtrongly recommended by the 
Example of our dear Redeemer. While we 
run our Chriſtian Race, we are to look unto 7e. 
ſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, and 
while we have him in our Eye, our Lives ſhall 
be formed upon the Model of his Example, 
and not upon the Luſts and Pleaſures of this 
_ World: We are therefore exhorted by the A- 
poſtle not to be conformed. to this World, but to 
be, tr mae ned oy: the FeNeWINS of the Mind (ch 
erty Ihe 


@) Mat, 16. 24. (5) Col, 3. 5 00 Rom, 18. 2. 


(15). 


Tris fame: Mind ought to be in us which alſo 
Vas in Cnxkrsr Jesus: For he that ſaith be a- 
i in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo fo walk, even 
A he walked (a). 


2. A Lixx of Pleaſures and Diverſions wwe? 


ever innocent in themſelves, is inconſiſtent. 
"With the Spirit and Strain of the Gosrxr. Our 
Ha Religion teaches us our ſinful and ruinous 
State by Nature, and calls upon us to look upon 

ourſelves as Criminals in the Sight of Gop. It 
Thould therefore be our great Buſineſs as Chri- 
ſtians, to obviate by a timely and continued 
Repentance thoſe Judgments which our Sins do 
deſerve. Our ftated Behaviour muſt then be 
ſuch as becometh Penitents. And a Penitent, 
you know, muſt not live to pleaſe himſelf, to 
follow ls. own Inclinations, to gratify his Ger. i 
es, to indulge himſelf in Eaſe and Idleneſs. 
By no Means. His Buſineſs is ſerious and grave, 
his Vocation laborious, and ſuch as requires Di- 
ligence, Activity, Patience and Selt-denial. It 
is therefore impoſſible for a Man, as a Sinner, 
and as a Chriſtian, to diſcharge his Duty, if 
the whole, or the main, of his Life is ſpent in 
Pleaſure, Eaſe, and Idleneſs; if his Thoughts 
from Morning to Night, and his Dreams from 
Night to Morning, run upon nothing but the 
pain and idle Amuſements of this World, and 
mm that tho? thoſe Amuſements in themſely es, 
5 oer as innocent 28 hiring up or laying down 


the 8 


(A) . | 


the Hand. The S eztiön of our Souls is de 4 
great Buſineſs of our Being: And whatever 
we do that hath no Tendency to promote that, 
15 but idle and impertinent. And what Rela 9 
tion and Subſervieney have all the Amuſements 


of this World, eſpecially ſuch Amuſements as 


 Ingroſs our Thoughts, to this noble and nece. 
 fary End? He that appears the moſt vas 4 
while he doth nothing to the Purpoſe, is juſt - 


as idle and impertinent, as he that doth 


thing at all. Shou'd the Inhabitants of a City, „ 
beſieged by an Enemy, ſpend their Time in 
cleaning their Streets and in adorning their 
Houſes, not to ſay, in Plays and Diverſions; 
for all their Pains, they would act a moſt fooliſh | 

| Part, while they neglefted the Watch and De. 
; fence of their Walls. Our Souls ſuffer a daily 
4 Siege from the Devil, the World and the Fleſh; 


and for us, in ſuch Circumſtances, to beſtow | 


our Thoughts and Time upon Trifles entirely | 
foreign to the Defence and Safety of our pre- 
eius and immortal Spirits, argues, that, inſtead 
of being only merry, as is pretended, we are 


unf mad and diſtracted. | 
CuxisriAxs of all Sorts are reel that 


in order to ſerve Gop and to fave our Souls, 
_ there is a certain Sort of Grace (for my Subject 
will not allow me to enter into Particulars) 
N which GOD muſt beſtow, and we my accept. 


Ac- 


tirely 3 
Ir pre- 5 
iſtead 
e are 


1 that 
Souls, 
ubject 
b 5 
ccept. 


l tber, 
| 4 Reaſon of his gracious Call, and our Work, 
becauſe we hear and obey it. 
0 3 follows the Stile of the Holy Scriptures. Now 
upon the moſt ſuperficial Examination of the 
i . pretended innocent Life, I am now ſpeaking 
Aa againſt, it is manifeſt, that it puts us our of Con- 


7 anſwer the End and Deſign of it: 
| 9 ſequently it induces God; on his Part, either to 


ee 
8 


ſtctience. 


A According to dich Docrine, Auzuſtin (a) ond 


1 of the moſt Orthodox of all the Chriſtian Fa- 
calls our Salvation the Work of GOD, by 


And in this he 


dlition to accept of that Grace ot Gon, or to 
And con- 


bol his Peace altogether, or to ſpeak but in 
à weak and feeble Voice, and thus, we being 


1 ind iſpoſed to profit by his Grace, and the Source 


ol all | Goſpel-holineſs and good Actions there- 
by being ſtopt, there is no more G ud in us. 


1 In order to reap Advantage of God's gracious 


Call, we muſt hear it, and in order to hear; 
we muſt give Attention, not in a careleſs and 
tranſitory, but in a ſerious and ſedate Manner, 
which allows it ſuitable Time and Opportunity 
to enlighten the Underſtanding, to inſtruct and 
to perſwade, arid to touch the Heart and Con- 
But what Appearance is there, that 
they can hear and obey the Call of Gob, to 
; theſe bleſſed and ſaving Purpoſes, w boſe Thoughts . 
are full ot Vanity and Trifle 8, and fo full of 
8 Rey : thoſe | 


Ac. Y 3 


(a) Hoc opus lum volit eſſe &. noftrans: 


 Suunt yocan- 
&, & noſtrum * 35 


18 Wy 
hole. idle; and. 


3 Pleaſure, who is ſo far from working out 
ER Salvation, that he doth not ſo much =h 


Go, Thr ſo is the GosetL called) (a) can 


which worldly Buſineſs or Diverſions, by Turns, 


thrown among them, ſo do your Paſt-times, 


muinicipal- Law of the Land, which forbids 


thoſe Diyerſions on the Loro's Day, foroes _ 
you to find Time ene them. And as a Life 
| ſpent in Pleaſures and Diverſions, is unbecoming 
the Diſciples and Followers of CRS, and = 
is contrary to the Spirit and Strain of the 
Gospkr, and hinders us £9 hy hold of the 


Grace of Gon; 80 


4 SUCH a Life a Contradiftion $5 cher. J 
f cepts of our holy Religion. The Pſalmiſt not 
only commands us to depart from Evil, but to 

| do Good (. The Prophet Hſalab (d) fays, Ceaſe e 
e tears to do e And that none 3 

6 may 


(4) Chap. 4. 


1 aa 2 <a — 
> ; 6 7 A - 3 
Oy 5 
2 Y Y * 85 — we 2 


is 0 Room left 25 Go aind the one of 
Salvation ? Can any one expect that Go w 
wont in Pim o will and 20 do actording 10 tris 1 


think upon it? The Gosrzl, or the Grace of "oY 


haye no Acceſs into the Minds of thoſe, f 


take the igtire-Foſſeſſion. As the Thorns. in 4 
the Parable () choaked the good Seed that was 


Tamies of Pleaſure; Comedies, Balls, Gaming, 6 
Rifle, the Inſtructions of the Goſpel, + when the 


| (a), Au. N 11. 22 Ald, 7. © ra. 11. 1 th f a 


„II . 
Soca en. he: ike E ore and re- 
newed under the Gos dE (a). He that would 
2 Life and ſee good Days, let him efchew cui 
ond ds good, Our LORD and SAVIOUR bath 
aid, I Herein is my Father glorified that ye 
bea, much Fruit, ſo ſhall ye he my Diſciples, And 
the Apoſtle Pail enhonts the Corinthians in theſe 
: Words (e My beloved Brethren, be ye fedfaft 
"and mmoveable aliuays abounding in the Work of ” 
tie Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your Labous 
it notrinvain in ile Lord. To follow out this 
Fon, were to repeat not a few Paſſages only, 
1 dur a great Part of the holy Scriptures, Ve need 
dut open your Bibles at a Venture to be fully 
_ fatisfied, that a Life ſpent in Pleaſures and Di- 
1 benfions: is irreligious and unchriſtian. There's 
© farce! a Metaphor that repreſents Pains and Di. 
1 ligence, Work and Labour, but what is uſed 
an Goripture, in 1 of Religion and the 
Ways of Salvation It is watching, warrmg, 
vureſiliag, fighting ; ol is working, ſtriving, Tun 
ving, preſſing forward. That tor which we are 
to take ſo much Pains, is -repreſented as a 
Deum of Victory and Triumph; and theſe Crowns 
are only beſtowed upon them that fight and o- 
vercome. The Kingdom of Glory is reprefent- 
= ; ed 15.3 Reward 3 and the Reward i is to him that 
een Ga WE work. 
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wworketh, and not to the Idle and Indolent. 


He that would jave his Soul, hath much to do; 


and the Danger of doing too little, makes the 2 
moſt careful and aſſiduous Chriſtians work aut 
their Salvation with Fear and Trembling. They 

never pleaſe themſelves with the Thoughts only | 
of doing no Evil, but believe they always fall 


ſhort of their Duty when they do no Good. 


To convince us that Barrenneſs and Un. 
fruitfulneſs in good Works is a Sin, and a 
finful State, our Loxp curſed the Fig tree (a) 
which grew by the Way- ſide, and with a Mi: $3 


racle made it wither into Dryneſs. And in a 
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Parable another fruitleſs Fig-tree (5) is ordered 7 


to be cut down as cumberſome to the Ground, 
and was ſpared only at the earneſt Interceſſionn 


of the Dreſſer. But nothing better expoſes 


the Deluſion of thinking we do enough ta be 


faved, when we do nothing to the contrary, 


than the Parable of which my Text is a Part. 


No Man yas more innocent in his own. Eyes, 

and none repreſented more harmleſs than the 

Servant that hid his Pound in a Napkin ; and 
yet for all his Apology, he is condemned for 


a wicked Servant. And, as if one Parable had 


not been enough, we are taught the ſame Thing 


by the Parable of the Talents, which concludes 


with Words to the ſame Purpoſe with that be- 
fore us. Thou wicked and ſloth ful Servant-- Thou © 


: pb to la ve put my Money to the Exchangers, E 
t ni 9 


Gen, Glen. 


gn with Uſury. - 
a 1 lim — and caſt ye the unprofitable Servant into 
gitter Darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 
| ms of Teeth (a). And, to ſay no more on 
this Head, the Account which we have of the 
awful Proceſs of the great and laſt Day, is ſuf- 
ficient to perſwade us, that we are criminal in 
+ not doing Good, as we are in doing Evil 
the Wicked are convicted and condemned, not 
formally for doing ill Offices to CHRIST and 
his Members, but for not doing Good to them: 
Por, faith the great Judge of the World, I was 
au hungred, and ye gave me no Meat; 


Car) 
then at my 1 I ftould have received my 
E ke therefore the Talent from 


For 


- Fas 
thirſty, and ye gave me no Drink; I was a Kran. 


ger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye cloath- 
ad me not; h ck and in Priſon, and ” wy ted mo 
F not (5). 


Nor only our holy Faith, Jad even our Roy 


. 78 may fatisfy us, that an idle Life muſt be 
_ dilpleaſing to GOD our great Maſter. 
any Man excuſe his Servant for negleQing the 
Buſineſs intruſted to his Care, only becauſe he 
could plead, that he had done no Ill? 
with what Face can ye expect a great Reward 

in Heaven, only becauſe ye can fay, though ye 


Would 


And 


did nothing to ſerve your GOD, and fave your 


„Souls, yet ye did Harm to No body, but only. 
- ſpent your Time and Day of Grace in innacent 
? Faffimes, and harmleſs Diverſions and Recrea- 


tions. 


VF 600 Match. 25. ab—30. 00 Mach. 25. 42 
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ons... But, my Friends , theſe Recreation amd 
Ekxcrfions are far rom being ſo innocent as 
ye: imagine. For, as I. promiſed to ſhew you | 


_ mite 
I. Parr of my Diſcourſe, a Life mado. up 


of Fleaſures and Diverſions is, in itſelf, fntul 


and unlawful. 


.Don'T imagine I ſpeak Contradiftions, when 
x ſay" that a Life ſpent in innocent Diverſions 
id in itſelf finful, For when any Diverſions, 
however ſo innocent in themſelves, make up 


aur Life, or the Main of it, that Life becomes 


fſinfuk By doing no Good you do Evil. Idle- 


neſs im itſelf is a State of Sin, and the Source 
off many Sins and Crimes. 


I. I sar Idleneſs in itſelf is a ſinſub Stute | 
f we look into the Lives of ſeveral, who e 

_ ther are, or would appear to be above the 
Wants and Neceſſities of this World, (and for 


whom: I principally intend this Diſcourſe). we 


map ſay that the Day is already come, where. 


uv Mex: are Levers of Pleaſnre more than Lovers 
of God! (a). And, for this Reaſon, there is 


| fearee any of the Divers ons of the Times but 
what are ſinful. I know I ſhall be reckoned a ſe- 
vers and unfaſhionable Caſuiſt; J am ſorry, for 
i, for their Sake who think ſo, and wiſh them 
a juſter Opinion of the Thing, whatever 
Thoughts they may entertain of me. I am 
 peady to bear the Reproach of thoſe chat will 
nur be convinced, provided I could, by the 


Bleſling | 


(a); 2 Tim. 3. 4. 


| nl , bf 8 2 p 2 =_ 27 
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ng. 


e, 3 
3 Weſhog of GOD, be helpful zo others Tho AFL 
Git n 2 contirmed Purfuit of Pleaſures, an 


I Snob p I, for Fear of your abuſing my Can- | 


ions, 
the 3 Chriſtian Morality, then ſhould K 


ſpeak wickedly for God (a), and hurt my ovyn Saul 


from one Diverſion to another, run a 
bo Chace after their own eternal Ruin, 


puſh. the Point of Diverſions beyond 


by a fraudulent but friendly Endeavour to help 


is too much demanded. 1 freely grant, that 


all Kind of Diverſions are not diſcharged and 
forbidden all Kind of People, . 
that all Sorts of Paſtimes are in themſelves Fad 5 
ful and unlawful. I further own, that at pre- 
ſent (Thanks to GOD for it) our Country 
is not a Land of Mourning. 85 
- £aſion to baniſh all Joy and Gladneſs out of the 
Land, nor for the Sons and Daughters of our 

Lon, to wear Sackcloth and Aſhes, and for e- 
4 very Countenance to 


nor wil I ſay 


There is no Oc- 


Al 
the: Diverſions of this 


it on Sorrow. 
which notwithſtanding, 


Time. and Place, are almoſt all of them Cri- 
N minal. | 8 
IRIE you'l n ©n an andoubted and 
Chriftian Truth, that all Pleaſures and Diver- 
. * become Criminal and Sinful, when * 


C7 1 m. 7. | 


I ſhall therefore be loath to ſet your A- 
muſements in a more diſadvantagious Light 
than they deſerve, Nor ſhall Tinduftriouſly;give 
any-one a' Handle to refuſe all, becauſe there 


(24) 


re irregular, and paſs the Bounds which o 
Holy Religion hath ſet to them. And I have bu 
too good Reaſon to perſuade myſelt (and would 
to GOD I could perſuade you likewiſe) tha 
there are few, yea very few of our ordinary. 
Diverſions, but what exceed the Limits of 
Chriſtianity. All Pleaſures ind Diverſions arte 
to be regulated and managed according to their , 
End and Uſe, Now all the Uſe of Diverſion 4 
is to eaſe the Body and Mind when wearied 
with Thought and Labour; Diverſions, then, 
are only ſo far lawful as they unyoke the Mind 
from Study and Meditation, ard the Body fron 
Toll, in order to recruit and refit both for other 
and freſh Undertakings. This is their End, 
and this only is their Uſe. Whatever mon 
enters into the Matter is beyond all Chriſtian 
Meaſure, and conſequently ſinful and unlawful. 
Judge then, if I have ſpoken without my War. 
rant, when I ſaid that the Diverfions of thi: 
Time and Place, are almoſt all of them finful, 
For were our Recreations and Diverſions ma. 
naged according to the Law of GOP, it would 
be People of Thought and Buſineſs, and not 
uch as neither work nor think, that would at. 
tend them moſt; becauſe it is theſe, and not 
thoſe that want them. But they that are mot 
taken with theſe empty Amuſements, for or 
dinary, do nothing before them, and as little 
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„ io 


after them, except to fit and prepare themſelves 3 


for the next filly Entertainment, All their 


View 


1 
4 


of View and all their Deſign in running from one 
\ Diverſion to another, inſtead of rendring thent- 
/ould elves more capable to ſerve their GOD and 
Fer Generation, is only that they may indulge 
heir idle and childiſh” Inclinations, and play 
he Fool: continually ; or perhaps, it is that 
they. may baniſh apd ſhut out all ſuch ſerious, 
i: manly and Chriftian Thoughts, which other- 
Wiſe. might force themſelves upon their trifling 
Minds. Diverſions, then, only for the Sake of 
| Diverſions, or for worſe, I am ſure, no think- 
Mind ing Man will judge Chriſtian and lawful. And 
Whether moſt of the many Diverſions; which 
Row prevail in this City, are either intended 
dor managed, for any better Purpoſe than to 
more onſume and ſpend the Time, which hangs hea- 
ily; upon Hand, or to flatter and indulge a Spi- 
It of Levity, IL leave to yourſelves to judge: 
And if this is the End and Uſe, the Meaſure 
« And Moderation of your Plays and Parties of 


Kherwiſe is lawful to become ſinful, and conſe. 
-quently your Sins to become your Pleaſure and 
. Diverſion. May the LORD have Mercy upon 
he dangerous or deſperate Caſe of ſuch poor 


ys. 
* 
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of Profeſſion, N of im 100 Night g 


of every Day and every Night, that take \j 0 
and conſume all the Time, except what is be. I: 


ſtowed upon eating and ſleeping, and upa 


fome Viſits of Vanity, where Diverſion. too i # 


generally the Subject of Converſation, muf 
be Criminal in the Sight of Gop, who hatt 
made us, not for Sports and Plays, but for hi. 
Service here, and the Enjoyment of himſe! 
hereafter. For then thoſe Amuſements, whid 
ought to be the very ſmalleſt Incidents + or Ac | 
ceſſories of Life, become the main Ingredient; 
_ the Spirit, the Support and Foundation of © 


This is what I condemn, and this I hope you'l f 


4 condemn likewiſe. 


'Fnrs is fo far from being a Chriſtian Lit. 


and Converſation, that it is unworthy of a Man 
A Subject ſo empty and trifling was never de 


ſigned to inhaunce and ingroſs all the Thought 
of a reaſonable Creature. It is really wonder 
ful that People of tolerable Underſtanding cat 
compoſedly ſit down to confine their Thought 
and Diſcourſe, for many Hours together, to: 


Subject below Children. It was juſtly ſaid 0 


one that excelled all Greece in inſtrumental , Mu 


ſick, (and Muſick of all Diverſions is the moſt 


natural and commendable) that he was nm. 


a 


| 1 4 1 * 2 


great Man for excelling 1 in ſo mean a Matte, 


And ſurely to excel in Game, Plays and Sport | 
(upon which.ſome People vc themſelves ) is. 


| What a Perſon of Senſe ſhould be aſhamed of. 


Bur 


% 45 _ 2 


1 Bor beſides che * 20 Exceſs of Diver- 
Ens, which is always ſinful, there are ſome 
e them now in Vogue, which never can be 
„Ae when uſed with the greateſt Moderation 
the World, being forbidden by the. Gospxrl. 
i af I xNow the Admirers of unlawful Diverſions 
are not diſpoſed to take my Word that they are 
| unlawful, and which is more and worſe, I am 
or hi Afraid they are not ſincerely diſpoſed to take 
Word of GOD for it. Men never want Ex- 
Fptions from all divine Precepts and Directions 


e i then they have a darling Inclination to favour. 
- And becauſe I have not Time to reaſon the 
of i 


Matter as fully as is requiſite for your Con- 
2 Viction, 1 ſhall not ſo much as name them. 
Alt this Time, Iwiſh I could put ſome Stop to 
Lit the Exceſs and Abuſe of Diverſions, which is 
Finful beyond Debate, And when they are uſ- 
4 beyond Moderation, they are not only finful 
ught in the Uſe, but 
Mndet 2. Tnky are likewiſe the Source of many 
z Cal Sins and Crimes. They occaſion an unlawful 
ught Waſte of Time, They occaſion an unlawful 
to: Waſte of Means and Subſtance. They weaken 
id 0 he Mind for Piety and Devotion, and lead i in- 
*Þ many Temptations. 
moſt 1 gay they occaſion an unlawful Waſte of 
Ss 10 Time. Had we nothing to do with our Time, 
latte, and were we not accountable to GOD for it, 
then might we throw it away at our Pleaſure, Z 
8) i Eur ſince upon our Improvement or Neon improve. 
of. nl © 1 OF $356 10 men 
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ment of i it, depends an Pierity of Happineſs dr 3 
Miſery, there is nothing of which we ought 


to be better Husbands. Whenever our Time | : 


draws near an End, and when we conſider our 


ſelyes as running into the Gates | of another 5 


World, what would we not give for a few of 
thoſe Days and Vears which we have ſpent in 
Vanity? Time is a Treaſure with which we 
may purchaſe a Kingdom which fadeth not a. 
way; but if we miſpend this Price put into our 
Hand, this Kingdom is loſt to us, never, never 
to be regained. Therefore to beſtow the whole 
or too much of that Time upon our Amuſe. 
ments and Diverſions, which we ought to lay 
out in doing Good to ourſelves and others, and 
in ſecuring the beſt, and preventing the worſt 
that can poſſibly happen us, is at once the great. 
eſt Sin and the greateſt Folly that we can be 
guilty of. When we loſe our Time, we loſe 
all that depends upon it: And more depend: 
upon it than the Heart of Man can conceive. _ 
Exckss of Diverſions occaſions an unlawful | 
Waſte of our Means and Subſtance, eſpecially | 
the Diverſions now moſt in Faſhion, I do be. 
lieve there is not one that follows the Pleaſures 
of this Time and Place, but will plead that he | 
beſtows no more upon them than he can af. 
ford. Take their Word, and they neither 
Wrong themſelves, their Families, nor defraud 
their Neighbours of their juſt Demands. I win 
i may be . 1 ſhall allow it; for it is not 
my 


(29) 


y Buſineſs to examine their Accounts · But 


Rc it ſhould be otherwiſe, then a Flood of Sins 
3 | ol Domeſtick Quarrels, Neglect of Chil- 


den, unlawful Delays of Payment of Debts, 


1 many mean and ſinful Shifts uſed to gain new 
Credit, and, perhaps at laſt, the Ruin of a Fa- 
mily. This is but a natural Conſequence of an 


idle Life ſpent in Pleaſures. For Solomon 


bath ſaid, (a) He that loveih Pleaſures, ſpall bs 
n poor Man. But ſuppoſing the beſt, that theſe 


"Diverſions coſt but a Part of what you fave, 
| bn is that Part ill beſtowed when laid out u- 
pon an exceſſive Uſe of them. When they fur- 


1 als the Limits which our holy Religion hath 


{et to them, every Thing is mitfimgployed that 
goes along with them. And that Overplus is 


the Patrimony of the Poor, which ye ought not 
to defraud them of. It is the LORD's Bank ſet 


apart for Works of Charity, and it is a kind of 
Sacrilege to divert it another Way, I know 


that Want of Compaſſion to the Poor, is not 


the prevailing Sin of this City. Your Hearts 


and Hands are always open to their Cries, 
and you do all that is incumbent upon you, 
that there may be no complaining in our Streets. 
And what a Pity then is it that a tender-heart- 


ed Perſon, ſhould thro' Inadvertancy, for a 
_ childiſh Diverſion, deprive himſelf of that Re- 


lief and Pleaſure which accrues to him, in re- 
1 the Nendy and — their Wants? 


yr 


ce Prov, :S1, 17. 


+ 3 | 
Drvxxstonts ' uſed 3 never fail ts 
weaken and inervate the Mind for Piety and 
Devotion. The more Pleaſure we take in vain © 
and worldly Amuſements, the leſs Pleaſure we 
take in religious Exerciſes. The Joys and Glo. 
ries above, have little Influence upon them that 


are a in Pleaſures below. Your Taſte 


is vitiated with carnal Pleaſures, and ye neither 
deſire nor reliſh ſpiritual Joys, Your Hopes of 


Heaven grow weak, and your Endeavours to 


attain it become languid. Your perpetua!l 
Pleaſures give your Mind a triffling Set, and ren- 
der it uncapable of ſerious and ſolid Relſlections. 
| in eat out the Life and Soul of Religi- 
And they that live in Pleaſure are ſpiritual» 


| y N while they live (a). Therefore faith the 


Apoſtle: John, Love not the World, neither the - 
Things that are in the World, (that is inordinate- 
hy) Many Man love the W orld, the Love of the Fa- + 
ther is not in him (b). Waſte of Time, Waſte ot 
Subſtance, and unfitting the Mind for Devotion, 7 
are the inſeparable Conſequences of an Abuſe 
of Diverſions, and always make up a Fart of 
the Crime. And then, 6 
Tuls Exceſs leads into a Number of Temp- 3 
tations. While ye run from one Diverſion to 
another, ye pretend to ſee the World, and to 
attend thoſe Parties of Pleaſure but in an honour. . 
able Way. In your Meetings and Aſſemblies 
0 _ 8 nothing done or ſaid againſt. the Rules af 


De- | 


. 1 Tim. 5.6. ® 1 John 2, TH 


| a (4) Job: i. 


pecency and good Breeding, | I do believe. it, 


But for all the outward Decencyand good Man- 
ners of your Diverſions, every Heart is not Proof 


zZainſt ſinful Thoughts and Deſires, and many 


an undecent Idea, on thoſe jovial and unguard- 
ed Occaſions, are ready to enter into the Mind. 
In a Place where it is every one's Buſineſs to 
pleaſe, and to be pleaſed, it is a Wonder if ſome 
are not pleaſed in a Way diſpleaſing to Gon. 
To an Eye that doth not ſee within the Re- 


ceſſes of the Soul, there's nothing appears, but 


what is gay and merry. But I am much afraid 
that in the Sight of God and his holy Angels, 
* **thoſe Parties of Pleaſure are, in a great Meaſure, 
A ſpiritual Maſſacre of Souls. One cannot read 
an Account of the Blood of ſo many miſerable 
Gladiators ſpilt for the Pleaſure and Diverſions 
of the old Romans, without Horror. But as 
the Soul is infinitely more valuable than the 
Body, it ſhould give us the greateſt Concern 
and Uneaſineſs, that profels'd Chriſtians ſhould, 
in their frantick Fits, kill one another with e- 
ternal Death. When Job's Sons feaſted in their 
Houſes, every one his Day, and ſent and called foy 
"their Siſters to eat and drink with them; Then 
Job ſent and ſanctiſied them, and roſe up early 


in the Morning, and offered Burnt-offermgs.— 


For Job ſaid, It may be my Sons have ſinned (a). 
The Hazard of their ſinning was great, and Job 
offered an Atonement, The Hazard ye run of 


COM- 


(632) 


committing Sin in your Diverſions, is more 
than ordinary; and ye have Reaſon to be afraid 4 
of your offending Gop, more Ways, than by 
turning your Pleaſures, by an exceſſive Uſe of 7 


men” into Sin. 


Io a Perſon, in doing his Duty, may be A 
expoſed to Temptations, and may be carried 
away with them; but then theſe are Tempta- 
tions he doth not ſinfully or needleſly run him- © 
ſelf into, and, in ſuch a Caſe, he hath Reaſon 
to pray and hope for the reſtraining and pro. 
tecting Grace of Gop to hinder him from 
ſuccumbing. But when one boldly exceeds 
all religious Limits, merely for the Sake of a 
ſilly Amuſement, as he cannot in ſuch a Caſe, 
pray for the Protection of his Gop, to preſerve 
him from falling under thoſe Temptations ge 
a needleſly expoſes himſelf unto, ſo he cannot 


expect it. And whether he yields or with. 


ſtands, he ſins in not being more watchful and 


careful of his own Soul. T ſhall now conclude, 
with a few Words by Way of Application, 


I. Ix there are any hearing me, who make 
Diverſions the Buſineſs of their Life, or exceed 
in them the Bounds which Religion and Rea- 
ſon have ſer, let me beſeech you to make ber- 


ter Uſe of what I have ſaid, than to think the 


Preacher weak or vain for attempting to correct 
à Fault (if it is one) ſo well eſtabliſned b 


the Practice of the politer Part of Mankind. 
They that know not how to live themſelves in 


the 1 


by n 
5 .%Y bY 


| be World, ſhould not take upon them to. at. 
I rect their Superiors in Manners and Breeding. 
But ye know that every one ought to do his. 
Duty, and refer the Event to the Providence of 
I GOD. Miniſters, like faithful Watchmen, are 
n * obliged to blow the Trumpe 
f : larm, that the Blood of thoſe, for whoſe Souls 
3 Alber watch, may not be required at their Hands. 


t and give the A. 


1 have done my beſt to expole that deluſory 


7 Pretence that moſt People make for an idle 


Life, that they are innocent and do no Hurt 
in their Generation. 


And if I have done it to 


vour Conviction, I beſeech and obteſt you, in 
the Name of our LoxD Jzsus CuRIST, do 


not fin againſt your Light. 


And it henceforth 


ve reſolye, thro? the Grace of GOD, to imploy 
your Time and Thoughts in a more honourable, ; 
manly and lawful Way, your rejoicing will be 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, in which 
alone you'll find more Pleaſure than in all the 


verſions of the World. 


"<0 It is poſſible, notwithſtanding all '? have. 
ike id, you may find out ſome Shif's and Evaſi- 
ed ons, Which did not occur to me, and with 
62. theſe ye may fortify yourſelves in your preſent N 
e Practice. And in ſuch a Caſe, it may be aid 
e That I do more Harm than Good with ſuch a 
SG Diſcourſe. « For if there is not Weight anc 
by Force enough in what I have advanced to 
ad . beget Conviction, there may be too much 
2 « . that tends to diſtract and per lex the Minds 
in P P Mmds 
the E ee of 7 


*. 


& of thoſe that are not uſed to Argument, and 
© terrify their Souls with the ſhocking Appear. * 
« ance of Guilt” (a), It being much better to 
let you go on in ſinning ignorantly, than to raiſe 
Scruples in your Minds, which you make 2 
hard Shift to ſatisfy. Did Ignorance always * 
imply Innocence, perhaps it were Prudence to 
let you alone. But that is impoſſible, For if 
there is any Duty incumbent upon us, it is our 
Duty to know it. All that is required of uus 
as Men and Chriſtians, we are bound to under. 
ſtand. Our very Ignorance, therefore, is cri · 
minal, and fo is our conſequent Practice. 
Bor if your Plays and Diverſions are fuch | 
as you may freely and fafely forbear altogether, 
or uſe with great Moderation, there is no Hard. 
ſhip put upon you, in perſwading you to the 
ſafer Side. And the very leaſt Suſpicion of the 
Unlawfulneſs of any one of them, as to your 
 forbearing, is enough, and ought to determine 
you. There are many Caſes wherein a Man 
may be out of his Duty either in doing, or for- 
bearing, and may be in Danger of offending 
this or the other Way. But when all the Dan 
ger is on one Side, and none at all on the other, | 
the leaſt Scruple of Mind of that Side in which 
the Danger lies, ſhould determine them to take 
the other. Ye will not needleſly truſt or expoſe 
your Eſtate or Health when you think that both 
or either may be loſt. Be wiſe likewiſe unto 
Salvation, and do not truſt your Souls, only 


(a) Hints in Defence of dramatical Entertainment. 


PEAT: 
Er to 


ke 2 
ways 
Ce d 
or it 
3 Out 
f us. 


nder. 


cri · 


ſuch 
ther, 
Jard- 
the 
f the 


your 


mine 
_ Adlely employed, is the fame Thing. Therefore 
ding 


Dan Lives may be, yet in the main, ye live a Life 


pid with Chriſt, Ve are in your ' Duty. And it 2 
ts Joy tothe Juſt to do Judgment, or, as the Word 

take may be rendered, that which is 1 15 (a). | 
xpoſe. 
both {dance than'the ſenſual or carnal do enjoy. Your 
Peace and Pleaſure is what the World neither 


Pnows, nor can take away. 


ther, 
chich 


unto 
only 


as he that hid his Pound in a Napkin. 
ye riſe up early and fit up late, and earn your 
daily Bread with hard and continued Labour, 
pet if ye do not make your Labour ſubſervient 

8 the great End of your Being, ye are but 
idlely employed. 
Work, which God hath committed to your 
Care, is the Salvation of your Souls. 
but this one Thing needful, and all Things there - 
fore that do not tend to promote and ſecure 
that, are needleſs. 


(35) 


3 br a Frolick, upon any Uncertainties or May - 
ger. When ye have Abundance of Diverſions 
vnqueſtionably lawful and ſafe, it is a Sin to 
make Choice of thoſe of a ſuſpicious Lawfulneſs 
and of certain Danger. 

. LET thoſe of my Hearers who are not 
given up to Diverſions, and have neither Time 
nor Inclinations for them, remember that they 


may, notwithſtanding, be as idle and ill Servants, 
Tho? 


The great and only Piece of 
There is 


And to be needleſly or 


ſet the Glory of God before your Eyes; and 


then how painful and laborious ſoever your 


You'll 


have your Pleaſures. i in more Purity and Abun- 


E 2 -4, Ler 


(9) Prov. Mi. Ty 


; 26 
Lr none that F their Time idlely, | 
and bide their Pound in a Napkin, complain J 
that their Time is ſhort. For were it much 
ſhorter than it is, cis but too long for them 
and they have more than they make a good Ui $ 
of. We have Time enough given us to work 
out our Salvation, and we want no more to 
throw away upon idle and wicked Purpoſes. 
Let us then walk circumſpectly, not as Fools, by 
as wiſe, redeeming the Time (a), and making the 
beſt Uſe of all our Hours; and let us not inn 5 
gine, that if we do no Evil, we are thereby 
excuſed from doing Good in our Day. Our 
Days and Years are a great Part of that Pound. 
which our LORD and SAVIOUR hath com. 
manded us to occupy till he come, ; 
4. Since our LORD hath commanded us to 
- occupy till he come, and ſince therefore it is 
certain that he will come and ask an Account of 
all the Pounds and Talents intruſted to our Care, 
it ſhould be our great Buſineſs ſo to manage and 
improve every Bleſſing, Privilege and Opportu- 
| nity, as to have the Approbation of GOD our 
great Maſter. It will not be long before the 
LORD ſhall ſay unto every one of us, (ave an 
Account of thy Steward/bip : For thou may bo no 
longer Steward, And when once this great De. 
mand is made upon us, we ſhall have no Time 
9 mend the Matter, a to correct our Miſtakes, _ 
All the Pains then which Sinners have taken to 
5 . flat. 
@ Eph, v. 15. 16. (6) Luke wi. 2. 


— 


2 


| Hutter diane 845 the Thoughts * cheir 
eternal Affairs are in good Order, will avail 


them nothing in that Day of Account. Tho“ 
all our Schemes of Excuſes, and all the wrong 


Notions we embrace in Favour of our irregu- 
lar Inclinations, may now amuſe and pleaſe us, 
pet then ſhall we be aſhamed to plead them, 
Thoſe little ſecondary Sentiments in Religion, 
upon which our Practice is formed, 
be adjuſted and contrived for this World, and 
not for the next, for Time and not for Eterni- 
ty. We now impoſe upon our ſelves with 
great Succeſs, and ſometimes we impoſe upon 
, Others, and imagine that if they are not able to 
5 Yemonſirace to us our Miſtakes, we are per. 
fectly fate. But ſuch make too much haſte. The 
Proceſs is not yet over. 
count to GOD as well as to themſelves. 
are now their own Judges, and they are favour- 
able and partial ; but Gop at the Day of Judg- 
ment will ſee thro all Diſguiſes, and diſcover e- 
very wrong Step which they have taken to pro- 
cure the Approbation of their own Mind. There 
is nothing would have a ſtronger and more natu- 
ral Tendency to correct thoſe Miſtakes which 
Men induftriouſly run into, than to conſider 
- that it is not their own preſent Fancies, but the 
2 Judgment of Gop that determines their Caſe : 
and Condition, and then to ſuppoſe themſelves 
ſtanding before his awful Tribunal (and there all 
7 pf us muſt W with the very ſame Defences 


appear to 


They muſt give an Ac. 
They 


and : 


38) 


and Excuſes which now they plead to them. 
ſelves and others; and let them reſolve to truſt 
to none here, which they ſuſpect there as un- 
ſafficient. Tho? ye may deceive yourſelves, ye 
cannot deceive God. Be not deceived, faith the 
Apoſtle (a), God is not mocked; For whatſoever 4. 
a Man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo reap: If ye think 
ye cannot uſe too much Care and Precaution 
that ye may not be caſt for a temporal Eſtate, 
no Diligence, no Care, no Pains, no ExaQnef, 1 
can be too much to gain your great and laſt 
Proceſs, and to procure to yourſelves the bleſ- 
_ ſed Sentence (b), Well done good and faithful Ser. = 
_ vant, thou baſt bgen faithful over a few Things, I 
will wake the Ruler over many Things Euter 
thou into the Joy of thy Lord, And may GOD © 
in his Mercy ſo guide us with his Council 
while here, that we may at laſt be brought in- 
| fo his ns ; 


P. 


Wn! c \ 2 
: . Jl | : 4 \ Fa N 7 — * 
8 4 t-/ / 29 = V\ \ N 7 7 p — % 
1 — \ — 22 — N 
2 7 — o A — l — 8 
5 £ . 8 . [1 —_ 0 7 FY 
b / * { l LY LF. 2 \ LY 
1 Pl Ub — \ „* 4 2 2 R } — 
e 4 F — 1} % * if "- - . 4 Thy * — 
; 0 IS 


The Wa TAGE an e 


1 on. 


Jl Have ſaid that © (a) beſides the pre- 
* yailing Exceſs of Diverſions, 
© which is always ſinful, there are 
« ſome of them now in Vogue, 
© which never can be lawful, when 8 


: « uſed with the greateſt Moderation in the 
World, being forbidden by the GospETI. 
Among theſe I did mean the Stage: But 
\ becauſe I had not Time to reaſon the Matter 
as fully as was requiſite for Conviction in ſuch | 
a tender and favourite Point, I did forbear to 
name it. It is an hard Task to encounter Mens 
Heads and Hearts at once, I ſhall, however, 
give my Reaſons why I think the Hege anchel- 
ſtian, and leave the Succeſs to G op, who by 
his Holy Spirit can bear home the Perſuaſion, 


: 


(a) Sermon Page 27. 


(40) 


I have likewiſe (aid, that © (a) it is a Miſtake 7 
'© to think that our holy Chriftian Faith requires 
nothing of us, but what we are bound to by” 
the Law of Nature.“ For ſeveral Things 
which that Law hath left merely Matters 0 1 
Diſcretion, are by the Gosper made Mattes 
of Command and Duty. Mortification or Self. 


2 

1 
3G 
Sas 
22 

* 
5 
F 


8 » 8 ** ſy 


| denial, which runs through the whole of a Chr. 
tian Life, is no Duty of natural Religion, but 
only Matter of Prudence and Precaution. It is 


therefore certain, that though the Sage were 
the moſt innocent and harmleſs Diverſion in © 


the World, it may, for the Abuſe of it, be. 


come the Subject of a Divine Prohibition. 


Ir is therefore not in Point, to argue that 
stage plays are not, nor cannot be condemned 
by the Gosver, becauſe when well reformed, 
there is nothing in them contradictory to na- 


tural Morality or good Reaſon. 


Ix is undeniable Matter of Hiſtory, that 
thoſe Plays have been condemned by ſeveral _ 
Nations. And even the Athenians themſelves (6), 
who were the firſt and greateſt Encouragers of 
them, had a very mean Opinion of Comedies, 
and enacted a Law that no Areopagite ſhould 
preſume to write any: Though, for Tragedies 
the Lacedemonian was in the right, who ſaid, 
That in them they payed: the Fool in good 7 


Ir 
(a) Sermon, rue 14. ® Phaare de gloria Auen 7 


5 Fameſt. 


enſium. 


7 - * "= 
* . 


{ (4 N 
Wa is alſo ger true, that for the 80 pace of 
2 thouſand" three ad Vears, i may 
by tom firſt to laſt, there always were; 
*nd are ſame Things to be amended and cor- 
Teſted in Stage. plays. We are inform'd by Ply. 
Farch (a) that all Comedies before Menaner 


"0 Were 10 undecent and obſcene, that they were 
1 bot Fit for Slaves that had honeſt Men for their 
Mlaſters. Our modern Patrons of the Stage 
ry out mightily againſt the Plays of Antiqui- 
ty as wicked and immoral, and the Author of 
le antient and modern Stage ſurveyed, in parti- 
eeular, hath ſpent a great Part of his Book to ex- 


Poſe the Faults: of the ancient Stage, in order 


dn excuſe or extenuate thoſe of the Enghfh Stage 
min his own Time. And to this Day dramatick 
„Authors and their Criticks find Fault with. 
Play -houſe Performances. And I do believe 
that impartial Judges perufing Plays with a 
_ Uhriſtian Eye, might find ſome e bare 
able in the very beſt of them. | 
Now can any Man imagine, that it would 
de an unreaſonable Hardſhip, or that it Wr 5 
fſavour of too much Severity, if Gop, forſee- 


ing the incorrigible Wickedneſs of the Stage, 


vr, at leaſt, the hitherto uncorrected Abuſe of 

8 the! Theatre, ſhould have forbidden it altoge- 

ther in the GosrEr? For the Abuſe of the 

5 ; brazen Serpent, preſerved long as a Monument 

of a miraculous Cure, it was at laſt deſtroyed by 

| nag King. Hezekiah 0 b . In ſuch a Prohibition, 
F | 


e 
© Sympoſiac, Lib 7. Queſt, 3. (5) 2 Kings 18. 4. 


450 


as would meh 15 Nas all Stage plays, with 
all poſſible Corrections and Reformations, 
can ſee nothing inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of GOD, nor with the Nature ane 
Spirit of the GOSPEL. Gab a 15 then 4 


7 very poſſible. ' 


Axp if we may give Credit to an Eiilhent x 
Defender of the Stage, it was highly expedient, 
yea abſolutely neceſſary, to have condemned 
the Plays practiſed in the primitive Times of 
Cbriſtianity. He owns, That (a) © the GOSPEL 
© doth not humour the Inclinations, nor in- 
© dulge the Appetites of the People. To che 
Purity of its Doctrine a Conformity of Life 
and Manners was required, It curbs the 


_ © Paſſions, and moderates the Deſire. Inſtead 


*of Pomp and Ceremony, Simplicity and 80. 
briety were to be the Entertainments of 


Chriſtians. The Fathers therefore, ho 


2 * knew how 'hard it was to keep the Appe- * 
© tites in an intire Subjection, took Care to 
* * fortify, as ſtrongly as . poſſible, thoſe Parts in 


* which they N the Rebellion ſhould 


4 firſt break out. 


e Plays of all the Hea. 


* then Solemnities were thoſe that gave the 
6; ſtrongeft Temprations to the new Con- 
Everts — To obviate theſe Dangers, they 


*fummoned all their Prudence and all their 


Art. They omitted no Topick which Rhe- 5 
*rorick” or EO could ſappy, 5 dhl r 


© The ancient and modern Stage eure ed, ?. 1 6; ; We 


per- 3 | 


EN. their Zeal and Caution any. more thaw. 


3 © par neceſſary. 


much Warmth and Zeal. 
the Apo 


1 Fatrons of the Stage, That (a 
4 TyEntertainments, were unlawful, it might raiſe - 


3 


Men trom Abele Diverſions. Nor I 


Now the. Stage was as wicked and dange- n 


ous in the Days of the Apoſtles, as it was 
Fo, or three, or five Hundred Years thereaf. 


ber, when the Fathers ſpake againſt it with ſo 
Nor was their Zeal 
gd Caution. any more than was neceſſary. And 
ſtles have no where declared againſt 
Wickedneſs of the Stage, and the Danger 
arifing from it, one would think they wanted 


Fart of that neceſſary Zeal which the Fathers 
Were poſſeſt of. This would bear hard upon 
: the Apoſtolical Integrity, and upon the G08. 


fel as a Rule of Life, at leaft as long 


: as. the Wickedneſs of the dangerous Stage 5 
ſyblits. 


+ Ws have been told, and told again, by the ; 
© if dramatick + 


e to. 

+ in little Wonder why the Apo files, who went 
ould torth by a ſpecial ene. of the Almigh. 
Hea- ty to convert all Nations, preachi ng Repen- . 
che ance and the Kingdom of Heaven, that ſo 
Tas. ©,exatly performed that great Commiſſion, as 
they d arraign Vice and Impiety from the high. 
heir elt to the loweſt in all its ſeveral Branches, 
Nhe. That thoſe Miſſionaries of Salvation 
ehr 1 ſhould travel through ſo many Nations, and 
per · I 'q b F 2 d meet ; 
17. x 0 Hus in Defence of dramatical Emtertinmese | 
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© meet; at every Tarn, Theatres aid Sage 

players ſtaring them in the Face, did not once 
© reprimand them. It is rational to think tha 
*-thoſe divine Monitors Who fet Bars tothe 
Eye, Ear and Tongue, would hardly have 
© left the broad Gates to the Play-houſe open 
© without one Warning to the unwary Chri 
„ſtian, in ſo direct a Road to Perdition.“ 
One would think thoſe Gentlemen were in ſeſt, 
it they themſelves, and every Body that know; 
any Thing of the Matter, did not know/ that 
ſuch actually was the Play-houle in _ Day 
of the Apoſtles. 
Now taking all this fon c Hit I do 


280 it as Truth, and adding thereto the ge-. 


coeſſary Zeal of the primitive Fathers again 
the Theatre; it amounts rather to an Impeach. 
ment of the Apoſtles for their criminal Silence, 
than to a Defence of the Stage. The Apaſtles 
had perpetual Occaſions of ſpeaking ind the 
Stage, the Fathers did it commendably, and were 
obliged of Neceſſity ſo to do, and had they not 
done it, they muſt have Wanteth Chriſtian Zeal 
And who then would imagine; that the Apoſtles 


never ſaid one ſingle Word againſt thoſe pro 


fane, lewd, wicked dramatical Entertainments? 
They that have a greater Regard to the Stage, 
than to the Sincerity, Faithfulneſs and Dili- 


gence of the Apoſtles, may ſink the Neu Je. 


fiament, for the Preſervation of Comedies and 


Tragedies: But? a8 1 am of another 1 19 


1 474 
= wer een chat the Stage ſtgnds condemned 
Hon Goſpebrecord, For we are further told, 


( 


5 ed at (a), if it ig pnful to: go to a Play. (and No- 
d the dy doubts but it was a Sin to go to the ſinful 


ave 


Q 4 q 
Ur 0 diſfwade the World from it as ſincerely as 
be can. Thus the Apoſtles either deſerve not 
B th 
4 that i 
Day 4 


Chr; 
—— 1 


e ne. 
gainf| 


each. 


lencc, 
aſtles 
ſt the 


Were 


y not 

Leal. 

ofttes. 

Lil. 

Foreſt, ſhall. always hinder me to affirm 
t 


ents! 
Stage, 
Dili. 
7 Je. 5 5 


and 


na. If 


ather | 1 


R os 


Hays ot the Apoſtolical Times) he deſerves not 


Name of a Chriſtian that endeayours not 


Name of Chriſtians, or they did diſſwade 
World. from the Stage. as eee as they 


10 Tus, at, leaſt ſhould oblige us to fearch the 
iptures with all imaginable, Candour, to ſee 

there is any Thing contained in them, that 
enn amount to a Prohibition of St age · plays: 
And until we have ſearched with the greateſt 


Piligeoce, wejought not to aſſume to ourſelves 
g poſitive Aſſurance, that there is no Text in 


Frripture that condemns them. Methinks, for 
*the Honour of the Apoſtles, and for the Credit 
of our Hoh Religion, every Chriſtian ſhould with 


-rather-to'find out ſome expreſs or conſequenti- 
A Condemuation of the Stage, than to diſcover 
that the Apoſtles did not faithfully execute their 
great Commiſſion to turn Men from Darkneſs unto 


My Principles as a Chriſtian and as a 


there is not one Text in Scripture which 
gondemns the Heathen Stage, even tho? I could 


4 1 find it out. e ſos ul the Diverſions in 
Ja nes the 
4 Hints i in Defence of dramatca Entertainments 


wn. . 

: 0 * 5 
18 

79 


""£ 2 ol if" f 5 
M "us 


on., 5 
the Wins: T ee Wen £ 
thoſe Paſſages of Holy" Striptures” that point: a-. 
gainſt Plays, in order to put a ſofter Senſe upon 4 
chem. I am ſure it cannot proceed from a e L 1 
Reſpect to the Chriſtian Religion, to chioane with Y 
the Apoſtles, 'in a Point, upon which their 

Reputation for faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
doth depend. One would think that a Chri- 
ſtian would not take Pains: to explain away any 
_ Paſſage that ſeemis to make againſt the Theatre, 
and dat he were more to be ſuſpected of for- A 
eing the Words of the Apoſtles out er their Way 
to Sade with thoſe Stage- players that every 
vrhere ſtared them i in the Face. But I am go-· 
ing to ſhew you an ene Inſtance of the 
contrary Diſpoſition. V1 Set. . 
Tux Apoſtle Paul, Bpb, V. „bath theſe Words, I 
Verſe 1. Be ye Followers of God, as dear Children + Y 
3. But Fornication, and all Unoleanveſs or Co. 
180% let it not be once ene be wy as 3 
 becometh Saints. ' 
4. Neither Filthineſs, nor  foliſh Talking, vor 3 
3 Jefting, _ are not convenient: f But rather", 8h I 
wing of 7 Thanks. © 1 
5. For this ye know that no W — nor I 
. unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man, who 1s an Ido. 
later, bath * Inheritance i in the K _—_ of any, I 
165 1 10 Man Pang you "with vain Words: ; 
For becauſe of theſe Things cometh the Wrath * vx 
God upon the ite 7 Diſededience ae OY 4 


iſtort 7. B not ye therefore WL with; abew. . 
at; a- Trrs Faſſage, were there no more to the 
upon Purpoſe in all 46 New Teſtament, is enough 0 
due Etisfy me that the holy Apoſtles did their Duty, 
with zd declared againſt the Stage - plays of their 
their Fime. And more than that; I verily believe 
ſpel, hat all Stage · plays, both ancient and modern 
Zhri- e hereby prohibited by the Apoſtle, And 
any What confirms me the more in this Opinion, is, 
arre, "the Pains'taken by an ingenious Defender of 
r= Plays, to turn the Apoſtle's Meaning another 
May (a). The Attempt is a Piece of Curio 
ty in its kind, and I ſhall therefore give it 
the 22 ihr amine. that c F Thbiveſe,. cler ö 
e Speech and idle Jeſting ſhall preſently. ſweep 
all our Comedies, and then fooliſßh talking, 
with a little Improvement, ſhall do juſt as 
much with our Tragedies. This, faith he, 
is to put the Apoſtle's Meaning to a higher. 
Pitch than ever he intended. And which 
Way can any Man know that the Apoſtle's 
Intention was not ſo high as to have reached 
the Comedies and Tragedies of his own Time? 
The: Words do not want to be ſtrętched to 
teach the Length of the heathen Stage, and the 
Apoſtle ought to have intended ſome Things 
4 pen it. Ons ſingle. Word of Caution to an un- 
dr: $ Wo fe e ee eee 
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N n va kat” kom e fab 
any dne might i et 
pet from bis a poftofical aal TON 
ſelf. they would Heat allow tis Tw . dem“ 
liſh the The atres of the Heathens, were it ny. 
for Fe ear the preſent Sta e migh lte be itvolved 154 
| the, Ruins. To ſaye our own, 'Coriedies au 
Trag edies, the ingenious Author thinks he mat 
to bring doWh* the" Apoſtle 

Meaning more 1285 one half. He fays, UI 
© leſs we can be erſuaded that St. Paal forbid 
« all obſcene, filthy , fooliſh talking and; jeſtinz 
£c under the ſame Palit that he doth F been 
on, actual Uncleanneſs or Covetoulheſs. 
© cannot ſee how the Words can do Ralf 1 
K intended Execution. And this he thinks Can 
nqt be made out, ſince the zth Verſe being 
Recapitulation of che Crimesthat exclude fron | 
© theKingdom of Gap, hath nor one Word o 
© ite, filthy, fooliſh or idle talking or jeſt.” 

— And to give the clear, true and fil 
0 * Meaning of St, Paul in the Place, Ke take 


the Way of Perdition. 


3 


Foam out 2 "Way 


© the. Freedom to chang e the Order" of ' hi? 
c Words, and makes Man thus adviſe Te. en. 


4. wy it 5 5650 
hort the Epheſians. 2510 


Bret hren, be je Followers of 60 as ear Cuil 
dren : hd as for Forlication, Uncleanneſi or 0 


= vetouſneſs, let them not once be named among you, 
not named with Allowance, not named with an 
| Extenuation, not named but with ſome Deteſtatios 
af becometh Saints, © Tor) 0 all know that no Whore. 
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8 in Pangerſ or unclean Perſon, nor coverous Man, who | 
ien f 4 Javlater, hath any Inleritance in the Kingdom 
of God, or of Chrilt. Neither do ye, my Breth- 
ten, give yourſelves over io encourage others in ob 
ne Diſcourſes, Fools talking o 
ea ſanable Feliing, which are not conventont © 
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ESE 


x 
orbid 
; ey | * #% 


nicat, 4 nr N oj aites ws 4} 
e F Oþſcenity ot Speech, that being by him for- 


lle, Pidden uoder the bigheſt Peraky imaginable, 
s'can, hi as inconvenient, and then only Criminal | 
eins 5 del, when either ws'd in Excel, by Way 
Ae cc en to orhers, or by ourſelves 

oi ol &.6p. iv Competition with our Duty to G0 D, 
jet e that the Words of the Apdoftſe | 
e and Tragedies, hut not _ 
E higheſt, Penalty, That is, the Sroge| 
rin, 8 Ps arable Dur e bel: Which Its 
er nction takes no Place ainong Proteſtants. To 
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(5). 


we ſet it up in u RI with our Duty to 


<2 
1 
7 

2» be 


Gor. Who could have imagined that the 
great and glorious Apoſtle of the Gentiles did 
intend to talk at ſuch a Rate. For to ſet thi; ? 


Play houſe Paraphraſe in another Light, I con I 


ceive it runs to this Effect. 


Is an Apoſtle, and now under the In 


© fpiration of the Holy Spirit, do forbid all ob 


ice 


4 ſcene, filthy, wanton Diſcourſes, fooliſh Tall 
ing or Jeſting; but don't imagine that I for. 
© bid them as Sins which will exclude yo 
© from the Kingdom of Carisr and of Go 
For there is a very, great Diſtinction to be 
made between actual Uncleanneſs and Obſce. 
© nity of Speech. Tho' Fornication, uſed i 
bn” Moderation, as well as in Exceſs, is alway. 
© Criminal; Obſcenity of Speech is only ſin 
© ful a. ig ye exceed in it, and that too, on) 
©. when ye exceed in it by Way of Titan | 
ment to others. And tho' Gop hath forbid 5 
den you the Uſe of obſcene Speech, yer if . 
have a Mind to ule it, ye may freely and fafely 
do it, provided you do not diſobey Go, i 
„ Competition with your Duty to him. And in 
this Senſe only ye are to underſtand my Word; 
for fear that I ſhould be ſuſpected of a Deſig 
_ © of ſhutting up the broad Gates of the Play. houſe, 
and of warning the unwary Chriſtian of 0 
direct a Road to Perdition, tho” in all othe 
Caſes we Apoſtles ſet Bars to the Eye, EA 
and * a to Frery ſmalleſt Arenuff 


i r e 


at the 
s did 
et wü PF 


1 con 


ne U. 


all ob 8 
2 for. A | 
+ you be Diſperſion, and ſome ſuch in the Church of 

*Evbeſus, as is to be ſeen AFs xix. 17. And the 


to be Apoſtle, in his Epiſtles, ſpeaks ſometimes to 


Obſce. 


Gon 


ed in 'Þ 
alway Þ 
y fn Y 
„ onh fe mention of the Names of other Gods, neither let 
urage 8 
t if . 
ſafeh 
5p, 1 de Word an unclean Thing. 3. Obſerve, That the 
0 
Vord # 
Obſerve 4. That all thoſe Things here menti- 


houft, Zoned by the Apoſtle were common and ordi- 


of znary among the Gentiles, T mean the Greeks and 


Defig: 


| other Þ 


Ba P Were not reckon d Criminal. Theſe Re- 
5 3 2 3 


venue 
„ that 


| 1 51. 
ty th hat might admit the r —— - Is not 


this to diſtort the Holy Scriptures with a Wit 
gels, only becauſe they point againſt Plays, and 
1 ould (weep both Comedies and _ Tragedies: 
tom off the Stage. | 
Bur let us try whether, without changing the 
Order of the Apoſtle's Words, they can bear a 
hore worthy Meaning. And in order thereto, 
{erve, 1. That in the Chriſtian Churches 8 
ong the Gentiles, there were ſeveral Jews of 


He Jewiſh, and ſometinies to the Gentile Con- 
Ferts, and ſometimes to both. 2. Obſerve, That 
3 . Gob forbids Idolatry, he ſays, In all Far 

at I have ſaid unto you, be circumſpet and make 


be heardout of your Mouth (a). And the Jeui, the 
etter to teſtify their Averſion to ſome certain 
Things forbidden by their Law, did forbear to 
name them. For Inſtance, for Swine they uſed 


ord in the Original (5), which we tranſlate 
eſtang, ſignifies the Buffoonries of the Theatre, 


Romans, and by the Grofs and Body of the Peo- 


N 5 marks 
00 Exod, xiii, 13. © ani” 


1 
1 
3 
4 
a 


Rrkns 
wrarks being OA Ty 1 belle to make th 
following Paraphraſe of the Paſlage before us. 
Bg rTngrx, be ye Fellowers of God x 
© gear Children, and as for Fomication, Vi. 
© cleanneſs, Coyetouſneſs, I do forbid: then 
in the krongeſt manner, and as Things . 

„Which ye ought. to bear the greateſt Aver, 
on: And ler them not once be named: 

« mong you, not named with Approbatior 
not named with! Pleaſure, Hot. named wil 
8 Extenuation, and never "named without Ne 

| * ceſſity ; 3 for they are unwortky of and unb. 

coming Saints and Chriſtians. 1 lkewi 4 

22 forbid filthy and fl. olim Talking, and the BU 
N * foonries of, the Theatre, Which are Nnowa) | 

© convenient for you, but on the contra. 
. . highly inchnyenient for Peop! e of your 'grar 
Y Calling and holy Profeſſion; Thankſgivir 
and ſpiritual Songs of Praiſe and Bleſſing 

your 60 D, being much more ſuitable t 5 
your Caſe as Chriſtians. Fo or, now, ve th 
have been converted from "Faith iſm, ver 
well know, and ye knew it beldre Our Col 
verſion, from the Decalogue, that no Whor: » 

; Monger, nor unclean Perſon, nor coverot # 
Man, who is an Idolater, can have any I. 
heritance in the Kingdom 'of Gop, which! 
the Kingdom of Cnnisr. And ye that har; 
Forſaken the Idolatry of the Heathens, in d 
der to become Chriſtians, don't imaging 
that choſe Tivngs which q as an Gat for 

b 4 b 


3 1 Wa. 1 275 3 8 L 3 * 


F 4... p =>] 3 5 8 1 5 LPG ; 
. . f 3 * 


2. 17 


„ 1 ; 
2 2 . 


(594) 


2 A” 
# i AI 
KITE 
Fre: 
15% ha 
A 9 « 
a 5 3 
- * » , : ASE 
£ . 14 
| — 
4 þ 9 
1 


bid you all, whether 7ewi/> or Gritile Con 
e us, f verts, are the leſs dangerous and finful, bo- 
God v # cauſe they are ordinary and common among 
1, Un t the Gentiles from whom ye have ſeparated 
„then , yourſelves. And tho? there will not be 
ugs en e wanting among them, and perhaps among 


Averi, 8 yourſelves, witty Men that ſhall endeayour 
med: , to perſwade you, that there is no manner of 
bation , Harm or Crime in theſe Things, let them 
c not deceive you with their ſpecious, but 


d Wit 
ut Ne 8 vain. Reaſonings. For J do aſſure you, that 
unbe 2 becauſe of thoſe very Things, which they 
kewil make light of, che Wrath of Gop (the high- 
he Bu et of all Penalries ) cometh upon the Chil - 
owa den of Diſobedience. And tho? they think 
ontran * it frrange that je run not 'with them, as fore 
I gra % merly, into the ſaine Exceſs of Riot ad Revel- 
(pivin. . ling (a), and Tpeak Evil of you for not doing 
ling it, be not ye Partakers with them in theſe 
table their Crimes, that ye partake not alſo of the 
ye th , dreadful Poniſhment, the Wrath of Gobp, 
u, ver 4% * and Excluſion from his Kingdom. OY 
oy Co By 'rhisPataphraſe, which I take to be the 
Whor „ Apoſtle's Meaning, the Theatre falls to the 
veto Gtound, and the Wide Gates of the Play-houſe 
any 1: hire all thur, "The Defenders of the Stage al- 
which low, That it would have been a commendable 
at mar and neceſſary Zeal in the Apoſtles to have de- 
in 0 eg againſt the Theatres of their Time, that 
Y met ery: very Were in ty Face, And for 


; | 


(a) 1 pet, be. 


4) 


thar Reaſon, it is my ſincere Opinion, that the 
Apoſtle Paul hath declared againſt them, in the 
Paſſage before us, and againſt all Stages what. 
ever, where, Filthineſs, fooliſh J. alking or Jeſtim 
is practiſed, For if the Stage is hereby con. 
demned, it is not becauſe of the Idolatry of it, 
but forthe Geſtures, and Language uſed in Plays. 77 
I nor it will not be pretended that this is 
but a Conſequence drawn from Scripture, which 
cannot have the ſame Weight with an expreſs 
Prohibition, which the flagrant Caſe and crying 
Danger of the wicked and immoral Theatres of 
the Heathen did require. For publick Stews | 
are not prohibited nominatim, and yet every 

Body believes they are forbidden by the ſame 
Law which forbids Fornication and Unclean- 
neſs. And for the ſame Reaſon, I do con- 
ceive, that the Stage is prohibited by the ſame 
Law which forbids the Buffoonries of it, 
u ſearching the Scriptures we find Revelling 


Ry twice mentioned in our Tranſlation of the Nee 


Teſtament. The Word is purely Englſb, and 
not very uſual in our ordinary Converſation : | 
And no Wonder, for until of late, the Thing 
itſelf hath been. very uncommon among us. 
In a legal, or municipal Law Senſe, it takes in 
all publick Shews, and the Stage among the 
reſt (a . Ic is therefore certain that in the O 
3 - Pinion | 
000 Our Cliyhinter, Page 19, YO We "Fay the Maſter {1 


of the Revels Dues, It ſeems | our r Comedians hold thei ] 
6 Freedom under. him, 2 


CON. 


lays, 


rying 


res of 
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very. 


{ame 


ſame 


velling 
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1 the ed as Heathen and Unchriſtian, 
Nhat. 7 


eig among the Works of the Fleſh, ver. 19. Now the 


; "Forks of the Fleſh are manifeft, which are theſe, 
ff it, Aaultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, La ſeiviouſneſs, 
 Adolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emulati- 

us is ons, N, rath, Krife, Scatitions, 
yhich 7 
preſs 


nion of our Tranſlators, the Stape i is condemn- 


TE Apoſtle Paul, Gal. v. reckons 1 


Hereſies, Envy- 
mY Murders, Drunukenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch 
ke, of the which I tell you before, as I have told 


Jou in Time paſt, that they who do ſuch Things, 
all not inherit the Kingdom of God. It Revel. 


dings ſignifies Srage-plays, it is evident the Apoſtle 


had often forbidden them, and that under the 
| higheſt Penalty, Excluſion from the Kingdom 
lean. 


of Gop. The Sanction is exceedingly awful, and 
con- 


ſhould keep us at a Diſtance from any Thing that 
but even reſembles the Theatre of the Heathen. 


Tux other Paſſage where Kevellings is men- 


: tioned, is 1 Pet. iv. 3 The Time paſt of our 
Neu Liſe may ſuffice us to have wrought the Will of 
„ and 
Luis, Exceſs of Wine, Revellings, Banquetings, 
Thing 


dhe Gentiles, when we walked in Laſciviouſueſs, 


and abominable 1 And the Word Riot 


ing, mentioned Rom. xiii, 12, is originally the 
ſame with what is here rendered Revelling. The 
Night is far ſpent, the Day is at Hand, let us 
therefore caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, and let 
4s put on the Armour of Light, and wall honeſtly 


3 Pas i in the Day, not in Riot ing 
d their 


(or in Revelling) 
and Dr runkenneſe, TO and Wamonneſs, 
1 


(36 
RY Kriſe aud Ering. Now, whatever y; 
here forbidden. by the Word: Reuelling, is for. 
| bidden as a Heathniſh Crime, and ſuch agu 
worthy of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, +... [ 
Fon my Part, I do. not think that our Trat | 
luer have miſtaken the Meaning of the Apo. 
| Nile for the Word, Komos, in the Original. (a) 
includes all vain, laſcivious, ludicrous and j jocu, 
lar Repreſentations, not only Dancing and luxu 
rious Feafting, but wanton, light and . 
Interludes; and I do believe, is the very at 
from which the Word a is derived. 
Now, ſince Revellings comprehends all. lad 
ecrous and jocular Repreſentations, and all wan 
ton, light and amorous Interludes, we have no 
Right to contract, and ſhorten away the Senſt. 
of the Word to Gluttony, or Exceſs in ing 
and Feaſting. And if we ſhauld once beg 
to mutilate the Word, there would be no End 
until the whole Meaning was deſtroyed. One 
takes away Interludes, another takes away, Das. 
cixg, and à Third takes away Teaſtim, and al 
the Exceſs that uſually attended it. And the 
Apoſtolical Prohibition could never take Place, 
| but when all of them were joined together il 
full Form. Beſides, Cal. v. and Ram. iii 
Drumkenneſs is likewiſe mentioned. And x Fel. 
iv. Druukenneſs and Banqueting are both men. 
tioned : And Revelling muſt fignify ſomething! 
Which is not preciſely the amis: with 25 
An | 
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ver ) And another Reaſon why I believe that Interlude 
80 far. e intended, is (a), that it was uſual with the 
18 un. Meathen, Greeks and Romans, to have Stage plays 
id Interludes at all their great and coſtly En- 
Frank Nertainments and riotous Feaſts, as is the Prac · 
Apo. ce of the more opulent Chineſe at this Day. 

(a) "Vince Interludes were the Top of Banqueting 

 jocu hq Feaſting, I am ſure they are in a ſpecial 

1 luxu 13 of the Apoſtolical Prohibition, as 

noro peing the higheſt Pitch of Heathen Extrava- 
Y- _ * But my greateſt Reaſon of all, for be- 
eving that the Stage is prohibited under the 
ll lad Word Revelling is, That a Zeal for the Glory of 
U wan GOD, and the Good of Souls, laid the Apoſtles 
ave. nd nder a Neceſſity of declaring againſt the Hea- 
e Senſt Men Theatre. And 1 had rather believe that 
Eating e heathen Comedy ſtands in the Prohibition, 
2 begin ff an impeach them for Omiſſion of their Du- 


the Frehended in the Word Revelling, then are they 
e Þrbidden as unchriſtian. And it is altogether 
u Fut of Purpoſe to argue, that there are a great 
many good Things in Plays, with which the 


(sa) Plutarch. de gloria Athenienſium, & Sympoſ. Lib, 
ü. Queſt. 8. As for new Comedy, + it is ſuch a neceſſary 
Ingredient of all great Entertainments, that, ſo to ſpeak, one 
may as well make a Feaſt without Wine as Without Mean 

6 er, | SOR | #3 Ka. 4 4 
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JESUS? Nothing at all. 


g ee Wt true, a8 615 22715 
(dhe Thing is, rohibited,” and we ought + to & 
bear. And if there are any a mich, .edifig 
with Plays. as 15 Rafe 1 am, afraid the 
Are, not edified at all, though Tow , may h 
More diverted in the Play: houſe t an in th 
Church. And though Virtue is praiſed /; k 
commended, , and Vice is ele the. Stag 
Det that can never proteR it Fang Ap 
Jieal-Condemnation. we e | 
ther Way for p 4 Reformation ee 
2 lat, World, and they are out. of their, | 
ho, have. nn to We prohibited. ud > bean 
vr attaining tha t an iqus An 
e Me N a e. ot 
ely Fro, Al the Elpquence.and Qratory, 


| the World avail .tg "gs. the mation 
F before 2 oming o 2 
The World ge 
works rather than better, under all theſe p. ly 
Helps to Fiery, and Virtue. And . after: 
ite Hijdom of God, th World by Wiſdom ky 
= not God, it pleaſed G by the; 0 . ; ad 
ze to ſave them that believe (a). F or.theRecan 
mendation of Virtye e GOSPEL. .dath- 50 
5 Fart the Aſſiſtance of the e Stage, and all tho 
that know, that true and godly Reformation 
begins At the Heart touched. dam n 
Gan, will neuet Kelek. m d 


0 1 Cor. 1 21. 
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em b chi Word generally affords. And: as for 
n Fab deir ridiculing of Vice, it is in itſelf ſinful. 


to fol The Sins of the World call for Rivers of Tears, 
edife d not for Laughter. It is a poor Sport to 
id tho Make merry with your own, or with the Sins 
nay 1 nd Miſeries of others, The bleſſed Man doth 
in ih ot ſtand in the Way of Sinners, nor doth be fit 
ed 0 x-the-Seat of the Scornful (a) : But Fools make 


7 Moeck at Sim (b). A certain Defender of the 
h e ge acknowledges, That no Vice but ſuch 
a as the Audience may ſafely laugh at ought 
ion to be brought into a Comedy (c).“ And 
Du F all Vices are Sins, ( and I believe they are) 
bean one at all ought to be brought upon the Stagg. 
EA | nd as for the little unſinful Follies that axe 
3 i * Now the Dignity of the Pulpit to take Natice 
y to have them corrected and amended, 4 
atio f © lirtle Importance to Society, that" it g 
122 lerer juſtify the unneceſſary Loſs of Tie m 
id gut ö oney thrown away upon the Play-houſe, and 
lf leſs can it juſtify the Breach of An Apo 
0 Nolical Prohibition, 93: 5 


um Ke Tursr are the Reaſons FT which 1 think 
{Preach e ſinful and acer We Bt. dS 
Reco 

doth roll @ We 1. 2 n r. ur. 9. © Filer, p. iGo 3.00 
all thoſd ! 1 „ 5447 576 
ormatio ß en ble : = n vos 1 
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